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Pavel Červíček was a rock-art specialist with an 
Egyptological background who engaged in the 
study of rock art of Northeast Africa and the Ara-
bian Peninsula. He was born on 1 January 1942 in 
Prague (Czechoslovakia) and he died on 23 April 
2015 in Darmstadt (Germany). 

Červíček took an interest in rock art in the ear-
ly 1960s during his study of Prehistory and Egyp-

tology at the Faculty of Arts of the Charles Uni-
versity. In 1964, he participated in the epigraphic 
survey of two sections of the Nile Valley in Lower 
Nubia, conducted by the Czechoslovak Institute of 
Egyptology in the framework of the UNESCO-
organised salvage campaign (Fig. 1). One year lat-
er, he graduated following a successful defence of 
his M.A. thesis that addressed the significance of 

Fig. 1  Pavel Červíček (second from the right) as a member of the 1964 Czechoslovak expedition working in Lower Nubia in the 
framework of the UNESCO-organised salvage campaign. Photo Archives of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, 

Charles University. 
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patina for assessing Nubian rock pictures. Follow-
ing the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia 
on 21 August 1968, Červíček emigrated to the 
Federal Republic of Germany where he settled and 
remained until his death. From 1969 until 1974, he 
worked in the Frobenius Institute of the Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt am 
Main, where he engaged in the processing and 
evaluation of the rock-art documentation gathered 
by the Institute before 1970. In addition, during 
1972–1973, he undertook and successfully com-
pleted his doctoral study of Prehistory and Early 
History, Ethnology and Egyptology.  

After his affiliation to the Frobenius Institute 
ended in 1975, Červíček could further pursue his 
rock-art studies only as an independent researcher, 
with no institutional backing and no opportunities 
or funding to conduct fieldwork. Despite the diffi-
cult circumstances – he had to earn his living as a 
translator from/to Czech, German, and Russian, 
and, in his study, he had to do with documentation 
produced by others – he ranks among the most 
prolific rock-art researchers of his time who left a 
significant trace in this field. His main contribu-
tion can be seen in his making accessible to the 
scientific audience a large amount of unpublished 
rock-art evidence in the form of catalogues – 
which is no longer the norm in Northeast Africa, 
with mere reports and overviews published from 
recent surveys – and in elaboration of typology, 
chronology, and historical interpretation of rock 
art of Egypt and Nubia. 
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